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COMMENTS AND UPDATES
FROM THE SECRETARY

Hello Manchus, Another reunion is approaching. I know
that it will be a great time in Washington D.C. As most
of you know I will not be attending this year. My 50th
high school class reunion is at the same time. Chuck Groff
and Ron Price will be filling in for me. I know that they
will do a good job.
Our country is in a questionable time with North Korea.
Hopefully this will not be escalated any more than what
is going on now. Most of us have served in South Korea
and I think we all look at it differently than most people.
We need to pray for our leaders that they make the right
decisions.
Have a good time in D.C. and represent the 9th in a
Manchu way.
Keep Up The Fire!

Hello again,
This issue will honor some of our Korean
War members that distinguished
themselves in battle with the Ninth
Infantry Regiment. We are pleased to
acknowledge their sacrifices.
Also we are proud to acknowledge our
two Medal of Honor winners, although
they didn’t get the Medal of Honor in the
Ninth they served with, they served the
ninth at a later date.
I hope you enjoy reading about these
members.
Keep up the Fire!
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As we look around the world today, we see turmoil, and
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even at home our country is looking sad. When 35% of
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our young people are not very patriotic, lost God in their
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lives, forgot who gave them this right and freedom to act
and think however they want. With North Korea acting
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up, the middle east going strong, will our young
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generation will they step up when trouble hits like the men
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and women past and present did? I pray to our Lord and
hope there are young men and women out there that will
answer the call, to protect the ones in the past who gave
so much. Keep up the faith and Keep up the Fire!
Chaplain James “Obie” O’Brien

MANCHU MISSION STATEMENT

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN:
Association
President;
Members,
Association 2nd Vice President, Past
Presidents, Gil Blue, Ken Toeppe, 1SG
(Ret), William Ditzhazy; Past Secretaries/
Treasurers, Dante Degni, CSM Riley Miller,
Oscar Fettig, Raymond Tarabusi, Wayne E.
Stephens; and the following COMMITTEE
CHAIRMEN: Constitution & Bylaws, Jack
W oodall; Membership: Roger Dyson;
Reunion, Charles Groff; Sunshine, Rev.
James “Obie” O’Brien; Budget, Larry Ritter/
Roger Dyson.

We members of the 9th Inf. Regt. (Manchu)
Assoc. United States Army, pledge to
preserve the history and name of the “The
Regiment”, and to support the Constitution
of the United States of America against all
enemies, foreign and domestic; to support our
Active Ninth Infantry Regiment (Manchu)
soldiers and the United States Army
Regimental system.W e shall promote
comradeship and esprit de corps among our
members; set examples of unselfish
patriotism, and memorialize the patriotic
deeds of the members of the 9th Inf. Regt.
(Manchu).
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DECORATED UNITED STATES MILITARY VETERAN
We have also added this to our Contributions page at this website link: www.manchuassociation.org/contributions.html

CAPT Rolfe L. Hillman, Jr 9th Inf
Here is my father’s career as I remember it:
Graduated USMA-West Point Class of 1945
1945-48 - Occupation duty in Japan — 27th Inf Regt “Wolfhounds”
1948-50 - Heavy Mortar Company, 9th U.S. Infantry Regiment/2ID — Fort Lewis, WASH
1950-51: Korean War: Company Commander/Heavy Mortar Company, 9th U.S. Infantry Regiment/2ID
— Pusan Perimeter
- Counter-offensive
North Korea” - CHICOM November offensive
-recovery time South Korea in 1951,, 9th Inf Regt/Hdq Company
1951-53- US Infantry School - Fort Benning, GA..as student/instructor
1953-55 - Aide-to-Camp- Commanding General US Occupation Forces/Austria,, Salzburg,Austria
1955-56-Aide-to-Camp- Commanding General Vth Army Corps,, Fort Sheridan, ILL
1956-57 - Command and Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, KANS
1957-59 - 6th U.S. Infantry Regiment/1st AD - Fort Polk, LA
1959-60- “Special Weapons Office”...Davey Crockett missile & SS-11 anti-tank missile- Fort Benning, GA
1960-62- Personnel Office, US Infantry School, Fort Benning, GA
1962 - Army Language School, Presidio of Monterey, CALF
1962-63 - Advisor to South Vietnamese Ranger Battalion then South Viet Nam’s 22nd Infantry
Division...MAAG- Saigon, South VietNam
1963-64 Army War College - Carlisle Barracks, PENN
1964-66 - The Pentagon ..DCOSOPS
1966-67 - Special Military Assistant to GEN Maxwell Taylor, The White House
1967-68 - Brigade Commander, Tiger Brigade/2nd AD - Fort Hood, TEX
1968-69 - Chief of Staff- 2nd AD - Fort Hood, TEX
1969-72 - Staff & Faculty (Strategic Plans Office) US Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, PENN
1972—Army Attache School,, Rosslyn,VA
1972 - Retired from USA
1986-95 - 2nd ID Historian — WW1
———————————————
As far as I can remember, and not having my father’s official military records, here are his medals:
Combat Infantryman Badge
Silver Star
Silver Star
Bronze Star with V
Legion of Merit x 2
various campaign ..location. ribbons
White House service badge
Retired as O-6 after 27 years.
Hope this helps.
Keep up the Fire!
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PHOTOS: CAPT Rolfe L. Hillman, Jr 9th Inf
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DECORATED UNITED STATES MILITARY VETERAN

Published at the following public internet site: https://externalapps.westpointaog.org/Memorials/Article/18151
We have also added this to our Contributions page at this website link: www.manchuassociation.org/contributions.html
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PHOTOS: Col. Robert L. Johnson
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A Forgotten Face from a Forgotten War
Having visited various museums around the country, there is always something unique
that catches my attention; a rifle picked up at the little big horn, or a WWII helmet
found in a barn in Normandy. I wonder “If that thing could talk the stories it could tell”.
As a collector of Ninth Infantry Regiment artifacts for the last 40 years, you learn a lot
about the artifacts and the Regiment’s history. How the item was used, where it was
used, and in many cases who used it. I like to feel that each artifact in my collection
tells a story. Whether it is a sack coat worn by Pvt. Smith in 1884, or Indianhead patch
worn by Col. Kernan at Brest, France during WWII... each one tells you a little bit of the
Regiment’s history.
Perhaps some of the most touching artifacts, and dear to one’s heart, are the ones that
once belonged to a valiant Manchu who died in the service of our country. This is the
story of one such artifact in my collection. A few years back, I came in possession of a
West Point Uniform. The uniform once belonged to Edmund Lilly III, who entered the
academy in 1946.
Edmund Lilley III (known as ‘Teddy’ to family and friends) was born on May 26th, 1928
in Colon, Panama. His family was living there at the time because his father, Edmund
Lilly Jr., was then stationed at Fort Davis, Canal Zone. His father was career army who
moved around the world, so as Edmond grew up he became your typical “army brat”,
getting his formal education here and there. In January of 1941 he moved to Manila
with his family while his father was stationed at Fort McKinley serving with the 57th
Infantry Philippine Scouts. In May of 1941 with tension mounting in the Far East, the
family was evacuated back to the United States where they moved to Fayetteville, South
Carolina, his father’s birthplace. In May of 1942 news came that the Philippines had
fallen and his father was now a POW of the Japanese.
Growing up in Fayetteville, Edmund enjoyed hunting, fishing and other outdoor activities.
He participated in sports during his high school years. In the Fall of 1945, he entered
The Citadel at Charleston, South Carolina. He was a member of St. John’s Episcopal
Church and for a time he considered the Episcopal ministry as a career. He then decided
he would try for the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. He entered West Point in
1946, where he was a member of Company 1-2. During his term as a Cadet on a trip to
Fort Bliss he met his future bride on a blind date, Mary Alma Russ.
On June 6, 1950, Edmund graduated from West Point, and the next day he married
Alma. While on honeymoon leave with his lovely new wife, things were starting to take
a turn for the worst in Korea. Now a Second Lieutenant in the Army, the young Edmond
called his unit the 2nd Infantry Division and notified them of his location. Several days
later his leave was canceled and he reported to Fort Lewis, Washington.
By the end of July, Lt. Lilly was assigned to Company B, 9th Infantry and sent to Korea.
The entire 2nd Infantry Division was slow arriving in Korea and over the first couple of
weeks in August, it entered combat piecemeal fashion. For the 9th Infantry (RCT) and
the entire Division things did not look good against what seemed to be unstoppable
assaults by enemy troops.
continued on next page ...

PAGE 10

SEPT 2017

... continued from previous page
On September 3rd the 9th RCT, minus the 3rd Battalion, was on an isolated ridge (Hill
209) overlooking the Naktong River in the Yongson Sector. Under a fierce attack by
the 2nd, 4th, 9th, 10th North Korean Rifle Divisions and the 14th and 16th Mechanized
Division. Under this heavy assault the Regiment was driven from its positions but Lt.
Lilly’s platoon did not withdraw. To this day it is not known why. One thing is known
- that Lt. Lilly performed his duty under very intense automatic weapons fire and
explosions! He calmly walked among his men and encouraged them to put up a valiant
defense against insurmountable odds. The area was overrun and it would be weeks
before the fate of Lt. Lilly and his men would be known. His body was never found. He
was twenty-two years old at the time of his death.
According to U.S. Army Korea officials, Sept. 1-15 were the bloodiest 15 days of the
war and many of the units stationed along the river suffered similarly heavy casualties
in the following hours and days as the enemy seized key defensive positions. In fact,
the North Koreans sliced the division in two and broke nearly all communications
between headquarters and many frontline units.
Lt. Lilly would remain at his post for the next fifty-three years. It was not until 2003
that his remains were found and returned home. He was awarded the Silver Star and
Purple Heart posthumously for heroic actions on that lonely isolated ridge. The Korean
War has often been called the “Forgotten War”. Perhaps to some it is. Yet to the family
and friends of men like Lt. Edmond (Teddy) Lilly III, it will never be a “Forgotten War”!
And most important, we must not let it be a forgotten face. On September 3rd, remember
Lt. Lilly and the brave men from the 9th Infantry who gave their lives 67 years ago on
a forgotten ridge in a forgotten war, lest we forget.

Al Castillo

2nd Lieutenant Edmund
Jones Lilly III in his
1950 class photo at
West Point.
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Published at the following public internet site: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Donlon
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